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Parent Teacher Conferences 
March 4, 2010 

3pm-7pm 

From the Desk of the Principal 
With half of the school year over, it gives us time to 
reflect on the successes that we have experienced as 
well as a time to look at the goals that we have set.  The 
first semester saw many accomplishments by our 
students, including our Academic Competition Team 
qualifying for the Regional Tournament, which will be 
held on February 10, 2010.  Good luck!  We had six 
students qualify for the Regional ACDA choir in 
Memphis, Tenessee.  Congratulations to: Rachael 
Bresnock, Katelyn Fernandi, Katelyn Helmick, Chelsea 
Lamm, Alex Pardoe, and Matthew Thomas. 
 
It has certainly been a difficult year for many people in 
our community from an economic standpoint and the 
schools are no different.  Please stay involved in the 
conversations that are ongoing regarding the budget for 
the 2010-2011 school year. 
 
We are looking forward to our visit from Miranda 
Hope.  She will be offering two different presentations, 
one for 9th and 10th grade students and one for 11th and 
12th grade students, on February 9, 2010 during the 
school day.  The theme that she will address is the Path 
to College.  If you would like to attend either 
presentation, you are welcome to attend.  The first 
presentation will start at 1 and the second will begin at 
2:15. 
 
The scheduling process for next school year will begin 
prior to the end of the third quarter, so please be on 
the look out for announcements about upcoming 
events, including the Program of Studies Fair (March 
11th) and teacher recommendations, available for 
parents to see through Parent Portal (more information 
in the newsletter about this exciting new service).   
 

Fine Arts 
The CCHS Fine and Performing Arts Departments will 
present "You're A Good Man, Charlie Brown" on Feb. 
19, 20, and 21. Performances on the 19th and 20th will 
be at 7 p.m. in the CCHS auditorium. Sunday the 21st 
will be at 2 p.m. Melissa Janes (chorus) and Maggie 
Lawrence (drama) are co-directors.  Duane Clore 
(band) will direct the orchestra. Set pieces are 
constructed by Chuck Curry's Building Trades class and 
painted by Marsha Hale's art class.  Admission is $5 for 
everyone at the door. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Parent Portal - Coming February 8, 2010 
We are excited about bringing you this technology to 
monitor your child‟s progress in school. The Parent 
Portal is like having a daily progress report from each 
teacher. This is a secure Web site that you, the parent, 
can use to email teachers, check grades, view 
attendance and monitor food service accounts, 
schedule and transcript. Parents also have access to 
review their child‟s current contact information, which 
may be used to help the school maintain accurate 
contact data. Teachers throughout the district are using 
the online gradebook linked to the Parent Portal. They 
are asked to update their gradebooks a minimum of 
every week. We will also be adding more options 
periodically.  

The goal of the Parent Portal is to create a better 
partnership and dialogue between Culpeper County 
High School parents and teachers. We hope that you 
will use it regularly and become a partner with us in 

your child‟s education. Information on how to register 
yourself and your child will be sent out in early 
February.  

 

Join the CCHS PTO 
Meetings are held the 

second Tuesday of each 
month.  The February 

9th meeting will feature a 
visit from Germanna 

Representative, Canice 
Graziano. 



 
Science 
The science department had a busy and successful first 
term and is looking forward to the new term.  Some 
chemistry classes are A/B and AP Biology runs for the 
whole year.  All other science classes will have new 
students.   Coach M. Williams will be teaching Earth 
Science and Honors Earth Science.  He has been a 
great addition to the science department and we hope 
he continues with his success in the classroom and on 
the football field.  Coach L. Ouellette will be teaching 
Meteorology which is her favorite course to instruct.  
The weather lately has served has a great tool for 
classroom instruction.  She will also have an Earth 
Science and Honors Earth Science class.  Mr. F. Creasy 
will be teaching Physics 1st block at CCHS and then he 
moves to EVHS in the afternoon.  Mr. C. Dennis is 
teaching DE Chemistry 2nd block for CCHS and then 
he travels to EVHS in the afternoon.  Ms. S Lloyd will 
only be teaching 3 blocks of Chemistry this term, but 
she had a full load of 4 blocks last semester.  Mrs. D. 
Dodson will be teaching AP Biology, Human Anatomy, 
and Honors Biology.  Ms. V. Sharp will be teaching 
Biology and Mrs. L. Giza will be instructing Ecology 
and Biology classes.  Some students are enrolled as 
science lab assistants and they earn 1 credit for this.  
Our science department is a team that prides 
themselves as working together for the best of our 
students.  We try to offer a great variety of courses to 
fit all the needs of our students.  Next year we plan to 
offer AP Chemistry, AP Physics, and DE Physics.  
With the demands of college it is important that 
students challenge themselves in high school.  Our 
teachers sponsor the Greens Club, Equestrian Club, 
National Honors Society, and coach.  If you have 
experience in an area that could enhance one of our 
classes, please contact the school. 
 

Mrs. Dodson's Honors Biology and AP Biology classes 
closed out the semester by going over the systems of 
the human body. Although some students were 
reluctant at first, all students became willing 
participants of a fetal pig dissection. After studying all 
semester with the cats, the Anatomy and Physiology 
students seemed unaffected by the odor.  

 

The physics class has completed its final project for the 
year.  This project was a Rube Goldberg designed to do 
a simple task in the most complicated way possible.  
The students could pick from a list or come up with 
their own goal.  Then they had to accomplish this using 
at least 20 steps.  Goals ranged from opening a soft 
drink to teeing up a golf ball.  In between we say toast 
being fixed, light being turned on, napkins folded, and 
many others.  In the process of reaching the goal each 
project had to demonstrate at least three forms of 
energy.  This was accomplished using various means 
ranging from cell phones to falling weights and many 
things in between. 
The results were very good and all projects were 
successful with few if any human interventions once 
the device was started.  We would like to thank Mr. 
Toler, Mrs. Place, and Mrs. Adams for their attendance, 
and trust they enjoyed interacting with the students. 
 
Taking Advantage of the weather….The first block 
honors chemistry class was involved in a great teaching 
moment thanks to the snow fall on January 7th.  Our 
class went outside and collected “pristine” snow as it 
fell, snow from the ground, and snow from the parking 
lot for testing.  Students discovered that although the 
air temperature was below freezing, the snow 
temperature was just at freezing.  They measured the 
volume of the snow and added heat to watch what 
happened to the temperature as the snow melted.  We 
had discussed in class that ice and water will stay at 
freezing point until all of the ice was melted, but it 
made it “real” when it was shown to be true with the 
snow. 
 
We tested each sample to see if we had “acid snow” in 
Culpeper, we also tested for iron, phosphate, and 
nitrates.  Our results indicated that we did not have 
acid snow but there was a small amount of each of the 
chemicals in the snow.  We discussed that this really 
wouldn‟t be the best snow to eat!  The results from the 
different areas were pretty similar with the largest 
amount of chemicals found in the snow from the 
parking lot due to the contamination from the cars. 
 
The chemical test kits for this activity as well as some 
of the other equipment were purchased using funds 
from an ACS-Hach grant that was awarded to Mrs. 
Sumrall-Lloyd.  This grant was to help provide extra 
funds for projects that involved water testing and real-
world applications of chemistry.  Other projects to be 
funded through the grant will be water testing of the 
stream on the school grounds as well as investigating 
the chemistry of water itself. 
 
Health and PE 
The physical education department has been busy the 
last month. Our students have enjoyed participating in 
bowling and roller skating. These two activities have 
been a great addition to our curriculum. We will offer 
these activities again in the spring. We want to  



 
encourage everyone to keep active during the winter 
months.  Our department will be focusing on the 
Winter Olympics and plan to include some lessons in 
our curriculum dealing with the Winter Olympics. 
 
We want to remind parents and students upon 
completing classroom driver education that they will 
need green card from guidance to take behind the 
wheel training. We encourage parents to continue the 
important dialogue on the rules of the highway and safe 
driving habits. The Virginia Department of Motor 
Vehicles has a new edition of the driver„s manual we 
encourage parents and students to read. The DMV web 
site also has many important topics and is a great 
resource. 
 
We want to welcome our second semester students. We 
do require our students to have a CCHS uniform.  
Information on cost and class requirements will be 
distributed the first day. If you have any questions, 
please contact your teacher. 
 
Journalism 
The English department is pleased to announce three 
new course offerings for the 2010-11 school year.  In 
order to prepare our students for AP classes in grades 
11 and 12, we will be offering pre-AP English in grades 
9 and 10.  These courses are open to students who 
want to challenge themselves as learners.  Emphasis 
will be on grammar, writing, and  reading for deep 
understanding and analysis.  Students will begin to 
become familiar with the AP tests. 
We will also be offering an elective next year- a creative 
writing course.  Students in this class will write for real 
audiences with the possibility of being published in our 
new CCHS literary magazine which is also in the works 
for next school year.  The course is open to students in 
grades 10-12.    We hope to add to our journalism 
elective and resurrect our school newspaper and add a 
literary magazine. 
 
Students may see their counselors to learn more about 
these new offerings.  In addition, we want to encourage 
students to consider honors, AP, and dual enrollment 
classes for next year.  Students who are earning an A or 
B in general level classes should consider moving up to 

honors classes.  Students who challenge themselves 
benefit greatly from taking this step.  Advanced 
Placement classes are offered in English 11 and 12 and 
are open to students who have been successful in 
honors English and who are recommended by their 
teachers.  If you are interested in AP English, speak 
with your English teacher about your choice for next 
year.  Dual enrollment English offers students the 
opportunity to earn college credit while still in high 
school.  See your counselor in order to be sure you 
understand what is required of you before selecting this 
course. 
 
Yearbooks are still available. The price will be 
increasing in February to $75.00.  Books can be 
purchased by going to www.jostens.com.  Seniors will 
have an opportunity to take their senior cap and gown 
picture on February 3.  The procedure is different than 
previous years and the packets will be prepaid only.  
Contact Ms. Edwards if a sitting time is needed.  
Group and club pictures will be February 4.  Senior 
parent ads have been extended to February 8.  Ms. 
Edwards can be reached at (540)825-8310 ext. 3599 if 
interested.   

 
Mathematics 
The Mathematics Department finished up first 
semester with solid performances on the end of course 
Standards of Learning tests in Algebra I, Geometry, 
and Algebra II.  As a special note the Accelerated 
Geometry class had more students pass the SOL this 
semester than they have in the past two years since the 
course began.  Congratulations to the teacher and 
students of this program.  
 
Other semester classes had midterm exams and 
projects to complete and the year long classes 
administered midterm exams. In Mrs. Hansen‟s 
Geometry class, the students “built” a house using only 
classical constructions, a compass, ruler and 
straightedge.  Ms. Miller‟s Discrete Mathematics class 
explored math in the real world in its projects and 
activities.  Many of these projects have been displayed 
in the senior hallway. 
 
Ms. Hardesty will be teaching a new section of 
Advanced Algebra II this spring and is looking forward 
to the opportunity to create new ways to “challenge” 
her students.  She wants to remind students that 
Algebra II remediation is available in the mornings 
before school and Monday and Friday during BDP 
time. 

Sign up for Martin’s A+ School Rewards 
Program and designate CCHS as a 

recipient using ID# 02676 

 
Order your copy of the 

Colonnade, the CCHS Yearbook 
ÏÎÌÉÎÅ ÂÙ ÖÉÓÉÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÓÃÈÏÏÌȭÓ 

website and selecting the Quick 
Links for Yearbook Order. 

www.culpeperschools.org/School_cchs.php 

 
 

http://www.jostens.com/


 
AP Calculus students are finishing up the main topics 
of integration and Mrs. Lenz will begin to incorporate 
practice questions for the AP exam.  The exam will be 
given on Wednesday morning May, 5.  Students will 
begin in February looking at questions from the past 
exams so that they will become familiar with the format 
and wording of the questions.  Last year‟s scores were 
outstanding and we look for similar results this year.   
 
The department hopes to have a section of AP 
Statistics offered next year as well.  This will give 
students a second option for Advanced Placement 
credit for college.  Some students may wish to take 
both AP options.  The courses can be taken either 
junior or senior year as students complete the 
prerequisites.  The courses may even be taken 
concurrently.  Students should talk with their 
counselors and look at the programs that they wish to 
take in college in making this decision. 
Teachers have already discussed courses for next year 
with the first semester students and will be talking with 
second semester students soon about their choices for 
next year‟s schedule.   
Mrs. Lenz wants to say congratulations once again to 
the Academic Team for its third place finish in the 
district during the regular season.  Special 
congratulations to the team for taking second place in 
the district tournament and therefore qualifying for the 
regional competition!  The team will travel to 
Poquoson on February 10th for the meet. Team 
members are Ian Walker, captain, Deserae Barney        
Conner Berkey, Nathan Carmona, Andrew Rivenburg,  
Jonathan Schwab, Zulakha Iqbal, Kevin Nelson, Chris 
Nicholson, and Alex Pardoe. 
 
Content Literacy Continuum Update 

Last school year CCHS and CMS applied to be 
involved with the CLC Program.  We were accepted 
and are in the early stages of the process, but it has the 
promise of improving the literacy skills of all of our 
students.  The primary goal of CLC is to establish a 
coordinated school-wide approach to improving literacy for all 
students that will enable students to meet higher standards.  For 
additional information regarding CLC, visit their website at 
http://clc.kucrl.org/. 

 
 
 
 

Athletics 
The Spring Sport Season begins February 22 , 2010.  
During the Spring Season, we offer baseball, softball, 
boys‟ and girls‟ track, boys‟ and girls‟ tennis, and boys‟ 
and girls‟ lacrosse.  All participants must have had a 
physical form completed by a doctor.  Physicals must 
have occurred prior to participation and be dated no 
earlier than May 1, 2009.  For additional information 
regarding practice times and eligibility, contact Mr. 
Thornhill at (540) 825-8310. 
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Student Drop Off 
A reminder that student drop off at CCHS is located at 
the Band entrance at the side of the school.  Please do 
not drop off students in front of the building between 
7:20 and 8:00 in the morning. 

 

 


